PREVIOUSLY REQUESTED CLAIM 
AMENDMENTS AS FILED ON APRIL 24. 2008 



1. 



(Currently Amended) A method stritabk-for an image forming system 



which comprises 




.a plurality of devices including at least one of an image 



forming device and a sheet processing device, the image forming device being capable of which 
cart print processing for data stored in a storage unit adapted to that can store data of a plurality 
of jobs including data of a first job and data of a second jobs winch is input after the data of the 
first job , and [[a]] the sheet processing device being capable of winch can execute a sheet 
processing for a sheets printed by the image forming device, the method comprising: 



instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job afte r completing a first work 
flow for the first iob. the second schedule being scheduled to co mplete the second work flow for 
the second iob before completing the first work flow for the first job, associated with a plurality 
of work flows including a and at least one of the first and second work flows being a work flow 
that includes a plurality of process steps performed bv using the a plurality of devices-of-the 
imag e forming system required to complete the first job, and a second work flow that includes a 
plurality of process steps using a plurality of devices of the image forming system required to 



a scheduling control step suited to 



set ting a first or second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 




an instruction step suited to selectively input a plurality of instructions 



including first and second instructions, 
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wherein the sch e duling control step includes a step of setting, when the 
first instruction is input, a first schedul e which is schedul e d to complete the second work flow fo r 
the s e cond job input after the fi r st job, after compl e tion of the first work flow for the first job, 
and a step of setting, when the second instruction is input, a second schedule which is scheduled 
to complete the second work flow for the second job input after the first job, before completion 
of the fi r st work flow for the first job 

controlling at least one of the plurality of devices to complete the second 
work flow for the second job after completing the first work flow for the first job in a case that 
the first schedule is set: and 

controlling at least one of the plurality of devices to complete the second 
work flow for the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job in a case that 
the second schedule is set . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1 , further 
comprising: wh e rein the instruction step includes a step of in p utting a third instruction, and the 
scheduling control step includes a st e p of settin g, when the third instruction is input; setting a 
third schedule in accordance with another predetermined instruction input by using the input unit, 
the third schedule w hich being is scheduled to execute a work flow in consideration of cost upon 
processing a job by using at least one of the plurality of devices in the image forming system . 



3 . (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1 , further 
comprising: wherein the instruction step includes a step of inputting a fourth instruction, and the 
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scheduling control step includes a st e p of settin g, when the fourth instruction is input, setting a 
fourth schedule in accordance with another predetermined instruction input by using the input 
unit, the fourth schedule which being is scheduled to execute a work flow in consideration of 
quality upon processing a job bv using at least one of the plurality of devices in the image 
forming system . 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1 , wherein further 
comprising a device control step suited to control , when the first or second schedule is set, the 
number p lurality of devices of the image forming syst e m to complete utilized in the first or 
second work flo w is controlled- for th e s e cond job input aft e r the first j ob , or after completion of 
the fi r st work flow for the first job, and to control, wh e n the second schedule is set, the plurality 
of d e v i ces of th e image forming system timing of performing the process steps to complete in 
the first or second work flow is controlled for the second job input after the first job , or before 
completion of a predetermined function provided for device utilized in the first or second work 
flow is controlled for the first job . 

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 4 2. further 
comprising: wherein the device control step includes a step of controlling when the third 
schedule is set, at least one of the plurality of devices of the image forming system to execute a 
work flow in consideration of cost upon a processing a job in a case that the third schedule is set 
in the image forming system . 



6. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 4, 3 further 
comprising: wh e rein th e device cont r ol step includes a step of controlling , when the fourth 
sch e dule is set, at least one of the plurality of devices of the image forming system to execute a 
work flow in consideration of quality upon processing a job in a case that the fourth schedule is 
set in the image forming system . 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1, further 
comprising: a memory control step of storing information about the set schedule information set 
in the scheduling control step in a memory. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print proc essing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of job s including first and second jobs, the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device The method according to claim 1 , the method former comprising: 

setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing a first work 
flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, and at least one of the first 
and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of processing performed by 
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using the plurality of devices; 

ail informing control step of 

controlling a user interface unit to inform e s 
an operator of schedule information about the first schedule associated with a scheduling result 



wher e in the informing control step includ e s a step of controlling the user 
interface unit to inform the operator of diff e r e nt kinds of schedule information about the second 
schedule d e pending: on whether so that the operator can distinguish from the schedule 
information about the first schedule or second instruction is input . 



9. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming devic e and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of p rint processing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs includi ng first and second jobs, the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device The method according to claim 8 , the method comprising wherein the informing control 



setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing a first work 
flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, and at least one of the first 
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and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of processing performed by 
using the plurality of devices; 

controllin g, wh e n the first instruction is input, the auser interface unit to 
provide execute an informing process of first schedule information in a case that the first 
schedule is set wherein the first schedule information that allows an operator auser to identify 
that it is scheduled to compl e te completion of the second work flow for the second job input after 
the first job, after completion of the first work flow for the first job; and 

controllin g, when the second instruction is input, the user interface unit to 
provide execute an informing process of second schedule information in a case that the second 
schedule is set, wherein the second schedule information that allo ws the operator a-ttser to 
identify that it is scheduled to complete completion of the second work flow for the second job 
input after the first job, before completion of the first work flow for the first job. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 9 S, further 
comprising: wherein the infomtmg cuutiol step includes a step of controllin g, when the third 
instruction is input, the user interface unit to provide execute an informing process of third 
schedule information in a case that third schedule is set, wherein the third schedule information 
that-allows the operator a -user to identify performing that it is scheduled to execute a work flow 
in consideration of cost upon processing a job bv using at least one of the plu rality of devices m 
the image forming syste m 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 9 S, further 
comprising: wherein the informing control step includes a step of controlling, when the fourth 
instruction is input, the user interface unit to provide e xecute an informing p rocess of fourth 
schedule information in a case that fourth schedule is set, wh erein the fourth schedule 
information that-allows the operator a us er to identify performing mat it is scheduled to execute a 
work flow in consideration of quality upon processing a job by using at least one of the plurality 
of devices in the imag e forming system 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim i 9, wherein the 
imag e forming system has at least one of a device which can execut e a job ord e r process, a 
devic e which can e xecute a job edit process, a device which can ex e cute a job p r oof process, and 
a device which can execute a job archiving proc e ss, and also the imag e forming device and the 
sh ee t proc e ssing device, and 

th e scheduling control step includes a step of setting a schedule suited to 
ex e cute the print processing and the sheet processing are included in at least one of the first and 
second a work flows* having a plurality of process steps including the a print processing step 
using the image forming device and the a sheet process ing step being performed sequentially by 
using the image forming device and the sheet processing device. 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1 , wherein the 
scheduling control step includes a step of setting a schedule suited to e xecute a work flow 
including the a plurality of process steps using the plurality of devices, and an operator 
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intervention work are included in at least one of the first and second work flows . 



14. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for a job, the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed bv the image forming 
device The method according to claim 13 . the method farther comprising: 

setting a schedule adapted to complete a work flow for the job in 
accordance with a predetermined instruction input bv using an i nput unit adapted to input 
operator instructions, the work flow including the plurality of processing bv using the plurality of 
devices and including operator's intervention work; an informing cont r ol st e p of co ntro lli n g a 
user inte r face unit to inform schedule information associated with a scheduling result set in the 
scheduling control step, and 

wherein the informing cont r ol step includes a step of controlling a the user 
interface unit to inform provide first type schedule information about the set schedule, the first 
type schedule information that allows an operator a us er to confirm an execution order of the 
plurality of process steps using the plurality of devices rcqui r cd-to to complete execute the work 
flowij and 

controlling the user interface to inform second type schedule information 
about the set schedule, the second type schedule information mat allows the operator user to 
confirm the an operator intervention work to complete r e quired to execute the work flow. 
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15. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 14, further 
comprising: wherein the informing cont r ol step includes a step of 

controlling the user interface unit to inform the first type schedule 
information and then the second type schedule information. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 14, further 
comprising: wher e in the informing control step includes a step of 

controlling the user interface unit to inform the second type schedule 
information and then the first type schedule information. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 14, further 
comprising : further com pr ising an informing mod e selection step of 

selecting one of a first schedule informing mode of informing the first type 
schedule information, and a second schedule informing mode of informing the second type 
schedule information;; and 

wherein the info r ming control step includes a step of controlling the user 
interface unit to operate in the informing mode selected mode in the informing mode s e l e ction 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 14, further 
comprising: wherein the info r ming 

control step includes a step of controlling the user interface unit to prompt 
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to input authentication data when the user interface unit informs the second type schedule 
information of the first type schedule information and the second type schedule information . 

19. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 14, further 
comprising: wherein the informing control step includ e s a step of 

controlling the user interface unit to identifiably inform the first type 
schedule information for respective jobs when the user interface unit informs the first type 
schedule information of the first typ e schedul e information and the second type schedule 
information . 

20. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 14, further 
comprising: wh e rein the informing control step includes a step of identifiably informing the 
second type schedule information for respective operators ttsers-when the user interface unit 
informs the second type schedule information of the first type schedule information and the 
second type schedule information . 

21. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the 
image forming device having interrupt print function adapted to interrupt printing processing for 
a iob and then perform print processing for another job, and the sheet processing device being 
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capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming device Hie method 
according to claim 1 , the method comprising: 

setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second iob after completing a first work 
flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first iob. and at least one of the first 
and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of pr ocessing performed by 
using the plurality of devices; wh e r e in the image forming device comprises an interrupt print 
function which interrupts a print job, a print process of which is in progress, and can execute a 
print process of another print job, and said method further comprises a device cont rol step of 

inhibiting execution of the interrupt print function, when the first schedule 
is set in the scheduling control step and when the image forming system is not ready the image 
forming device can not perform an operation to complete the second work flow for the second 
jo b input after the first job, after completion of the first work flow for the first job due to 
execution of the interrupt print function, in a case that the f irst schedule is set. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 21 +, further 
comprising: wherein the image forming device comp r ises an inte r rupt print function which 
interrupts a print job, a print process of which is in progress, and can execute a print process of 
another print job, and 




'permitting 



execution of the interrupt print function, when the first schedule is set in the scheduling control 
step and when the image forming device can perform operation th e image forming system is 
ready to complete the second work flow for the second job input after the first job, after 
completion of the first work flow for the first job regardless of execution of the interrupt print 
function, in a case that th e first schedule is set. 

23. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the 
image forming device having an overtake print function adapted to start print processing for a job 
prior to starting print processing for another job which was received before the job, and the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed bv the image forming 
device The method according to claim 1 . the method com p ri sing: 

setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input bv using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing a first work 
flow for the first iob. the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, and at least one of the first 
and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of processing performed by 
using the plurality of devices; wherein the imag e forming device comprises an ove r take p rint 
function which can e xecute a print process of the second print job prior to the first print job upon 
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completion of another print job, a print process of which is in progress, and 

said m e thod further comprises a device control step of inhibiting execution 
of the overtake print function, when th e first schedule is set in the scheduling control step and 
wh e n the image forming system is not r e ady the image forming device can not perform an 
operation to complete the second work flow for the second job input after the first job, after 
completion of the first work flow for the first job due to execution of the overtake print function, 
in a case that the first schedule is set . 



comprising: wherein the image forming device comprises an overtake print which can execute a 
p rint p r ocess of the second print job prior to the first print job upon completion of another print 
j ob, a print process of which is in progress, and 



execution of the overtake print function, when the image forming device can perfor m operation 
the first schedule is set in the scheduling control step and when the image forming system is 
ready to complete the second work flow for the second job input afte r the first job, after 
completion of the first work flow for the first job regardless of execution of the overtake print 
function, in a case that the first schedule is set . 

25. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in 
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24. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 23 further 




permitting 



a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the 
image forming device having an expanded application function, the expanded application 
function including any of a facsimile transmission function, a network scanner function, and a 
preview function, the sheet processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed 
bv the image forming device The method according to claim 1 . the method comprising: wherein 
the image forming device comp r ises an expanded application function including any of a 
facsimile transmission function, a network scanner function, and a previ e w function, and 

setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input bv using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing a first work 
flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, and at least one of the first 
and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of pr ocessing performed bv 
using the plurality of devices: and 

said method further comprises a device control step of inhibiting execution 
of the expanded application function, when the image forming device can not perform an 
operation t h e first sch e dule is set in the scheduling control step and when the image forming 
system is not ready to complete the second work flow for the second job input after the first job, 
after completion of the first work flow for the first iob due to execution of the expanded 
application function, in a case that the first schedule is set . 
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26. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 25 i, further 
comprising: wherein the image fo r ming d e vice comprises an expanded application function 
including any of a facsimile transmission function, a n e twork seamier function, and a preview 
function, and said method farther comprises a device control step of 

permitting execution of the expanded application function, when the 
image forming device can not perform an operation the first schedule is set in the scheduling 
control step and when the image forming system is ready to complete the second work flow for 
the second job input after the first job, after completion of the first work flow for the first job 
regardless of execution of the expanded application function, in a case that the first schedule is 
set. 

27. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of p rint processing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the 
image forming device having interrupt print function adapted to interrupt printing processing for 
a job and then perform print processing for another job, and the sheet processing device being 
capable of sheet processing for sheets printed bv the image forming device The method 
according to claim 1 . the method comprising: 

setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input bv using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing a first work 
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flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, at least one of the first and 
second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of processing p erformed by using 
the plurality of devices: wherein the image forming devic e comp r ises an inter rupt print function 
which interrupts a print job, a print process of which is in progress, and can execute a print 



of the interrupt print function, when the image forming device can not perform an operation the 
second schedule is set in the scheduling control ste p and when a state of the image forming 
system is a tliird state in which the image forming syst e m is ready to complete the second work 
flow for the second job input aft e r the first job, before completion of the first work flow for the 
first job due to execution of the interrupt print function, in a case that the sec ond schedule is set. 



comprising: wherein the image forming device compris e s an interrupt print function which 
inte rr upts a print job, a print process of which is in progress, and can execute a print process of 
another print job, and 



execution of the interrupt print function, when the image for ming device can perform an 
operation th e second schedule is set in the scheduling control step and when the image forming 
system is not ready to complete the second work flow for the second jo b input afte r the first job, 
before completion of the first work flow for the first job regardless of execution of the interrupt 




and 



said method farther comprises a device control step of inhibiting execution 



28. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 27 +, further 




"permitting 
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print function, in a case that the second schedule is set . 



29. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 



control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print proc essing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the 
image forming device having an overtake print function adapted to start print processing for a job 
prior to starting print processing for another job which was received bef ore the job, and the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device The method according to claim 1 . the method comprising: 



instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second iob after completing a first work 
flow for the first iob. the second schedule being scheduled to compl ete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, and at least one of the first 
and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of processing performed by 
using the plurality of devices; wherein the image forming device comprises an ove rtake print 
which can e xecute a print process of the second print job prior to the first print job upon 
completion of another print job, a print process of which is in p r og r ess; and 



execution of the overtake print function, when the image forming device can perform an 
operation th e s e cond schedule is set in the scheduling control step and when the image forming 



setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 




permitting 
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system is ready to complete the second work flow for the second job input after the first job, 
before completion of the first work flow for the first job regardless of execution of the overtake 
print function, in a case that the second schedule is set . 

30. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 29 *, further 
comprising: wherein the image forming devic e comprises an overtake print which c an execute a 
print process of the second print job prior to the first print job upon completion of another print 
job, a print proc e ss of which is in progress, and 

said method furthe r compris e s a d e vice control step of inhibiting execution 
of the overtake print function, when the image forming device can not perform an operation 
wh e n the second schedule is set in the scheduling control step arid when die image forming 
system is not ready to complete the second work flow for the second job input after the first job, 
before completion of the first work flow for the first iob due to execution o f the overtake print 
function, in a case that the second schedule is set. 

31. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the 
image forming device having an expanded application function, the expanded application 
function including any of a facsimile transmission function, a network scanner function, and a 
preview function, and the sheet processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets 
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printed bv the image forming device The method according to claim 1 , the method comprising: 

setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input bv using an input unit adapted to input operators instructions , the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second iob afte r completing a first work 
flow for the first iob. the second schedule being scheduled to complete t he second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first iob. and at least one of the first 
and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of processi ng performed bv 
using the plurality of devices: wherein the image forming device comprises an expanded 
application function including any of a facsimile transmission function, a netw ork scanner 

said method further comprises a device control step of permitting 
execution of the expanded application function, when the image forming dev ice can perform an 
operation t he second schedule is set in the scheduling control st e p and when the image forming 
system is ready to complete the second work flow for the second job input after the first job; 
before completion of the first work flow for the first job regardless of execution of the expanded 
application function, in a case that the second schedule is set. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 31 i, further 
comprising: wherein the image forming device comprises an expanded application function 
including any of a facsimile transmission function, a network scanner function, and a preview 
function, and 

said method further comprises a device control step of inhibiting execution 
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of the expanded application function, when the image forming device can not perform an 
operation th e second schedule is set in the sch e duling control step and when the image forming 
system is not ready to complete the second work flow for the second job input after the first job, 
before completion of the first work flow for the first job due to execution of the expanded 
application function, in a case that the second sc hedule is set. 

33. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for a job, the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device The method according to claim 1 , 

the method comprising: 

setting a schedule adapted to complete a work flow for the job in 
accordance with a predetermined instruction input bv using an input unit adapted to input 
operator's instruction, the work flow including a plurality of processing by using the plurality of 
devices and including plural operator's intervention work; wherein the scheduling control step 
includes a st e p of setting a schedule suited to execute a woik flow including a plurality of process 
steps using the plurality of devices, and a plurality of intervention works by an operator, .and 

said method further comprises an informing control step of controlling a 
user interface unit to inform an operator of information about the set schedule, the information 
feat allows the operator to sequentially confirm an the plural operator's intervention work to-be 
done immediately after an intervention work executed by the operator of the plurality of 
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intervention works required to complete execute the work flow. 



34. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 33, wherein the 

terminal which can be carried by the operator to inform the info r mation . 

3 5 . (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1 , wherein the 
scheduling control step includes a step of scheduling work flo ws of a plurality of at least one of 
the first and second jobs is received from at least one of which include any of a job of data output 
from a computer, a job of data output from a scanner, a job of data output from a digital camera, 
and a job of data output from a storage medium. 

36. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1 , wherein the 
scheduling control step includes a step of setting a schedule of work flows using data suitable for 
a -data adapted to a JDF (Job Definition FormatVferma t is used for at least one of the first and 
second work flows . 

37. (Currently Amended) An image forming system which comprises adapted 
to control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device which can print 
data in a storage unit that can store data of a plu r ality of jobs including data of a first job and data 
of a second job which is input after the data of the first job, and a sheet processing device which 
can execute a she e t process for a sh e et printed by the image forming device: and a sheet 
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processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and sec ond jobs, the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device, the system comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set first or second schedule in accordance with 
a predetermined instruction input bv using an input unit adapted to input operator's instruction, 
the first schedule being scheduled to complete a second work flow for t he second iob after 
completing a first work flow for the first iob. the second schedule being scheduled to complete 
the second work flow for the second iob before completing the first work flow for the first job, at 
least one of the first and second work flows being a w ork flow that includes a plurality of 
processing performed bv using the plurality of devices: and 

a controlling unit configured to control at least one of the plurality of 
devices to complete the second work flow for the second iob af ter completing the first work flow 
for the first iob in a case that the first schedule is set, the controlling unit being configu red to 
control at least one of the plurality of devices to complete the second work flow for the second 
iob before completing the first work flow for the first iob in a case that the second schedule is set. 
which can print data in a storage unit that can store data of a plurality of jobs including data of a 
fust job and data of a second job which is input aft e r the data of the first job, and a sheet 
processing device which can execute a sheet piocess for a sh e et printed by the image forming 

device, 

scheduling control means suited to set a schedule associated with a 
plurality of work flows including a first work flow that includes a plurality of process steps using 
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a plurality of devices of said image forming system required to complete the first job, and a 
second work flow that includes a plurality of process steps using a plurality of devices of said 
image forming system required to complete the second job; and 

instruction m e ans suited to selectively input a plurality of instructions 
including first and second instructions, 

wherein said scheduling control m e ans can set a first schedule which is 
scheduled to complete the second work flow for the second job input after the first job, afte r 
completion of the first work flow for the first job, when the first instruction is input, and can set a 
second schedule which is scheduled to complete the second work flow for the second job input 
after the first job, before completion of the first work flow for the first job, when the second 
instruction is input. 

38. (Currently Amended) A program for causing a c omputer to execute the 
method defined in claim 1. the program being stor ed on a computer-readable medium, for 
making an image forming system, winch comprises a plurality of devices including at least one 
of an image forming device which can print data in a storage unit that can store data of a plurality 
of jobs including data of a first job and data of a second job which is input after the data of the 
first job, and a sheet p r ocessing device winch can execute a sheet process for a sheet printed by 
the image forming device, execute : 

a scheduling control sequence suited to set a schedule associated with a 
plurality of work flows including a first work flow that includes a plurality of process st e ps using 
a plurality of devices of said imag e forming system required to complete the first job, and a 
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second work flow that includes a plurality of process st e ps using a plurality of devices of said 
image forming system required to complete the second job; and 

an instruction sequence suited to selectively input a plurality of 
instructions including first and second instructions, 

wherein the scheduling control sequence can set a first schedule which is 
scheduled to complete the second work flow for the second job input after the first job, after 
completion of the first work flow for the first job, when the first instruction is input, and can set a 
second schedule which is scheduled to complete the second work flow for the second job input 
after the first job, before completion of the first work flow for the first jub, wh e n the second 
instruction is input. 

39. (Currently Amended) A program for causing a computer to execute the 
method defined in Claim 8. the program being stored in comput er-readable medium storage 
medium storing a program of claim 38 . 

40. (Currently Amended) An image forming system adapted to control a 
plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet processing 
device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in a storage 
unit adapted to store data of a plurality of iobs including first and secon d iobs. and the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed bv the image forming 
device, the system comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set a first or a second schedule in accordance 
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with a predetermined instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator's 
instruction, the first schedule being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job 
after completing a first work flow for the first job, the second schedule b eing scheduled to 
complete the second work flow for the second iob before compl eting the first work flow for the 
first iob. at least one of the first and second work flows being a work flow that includes a 
plurality of processing performed bv using the plurality of devices: and 

a controlling unit configured to control a user interface unit to inform an 
operator of schedule information about the first sched ule, the controlling unit being configured to 
control the user interface unit to inform the operator of schedule information about the second 
schedule so that the operator can distinguish from the schedule information about the first 
schedule- 
job acceptanc e means for accepting a print job and a print inst r uction ; 
a pterarity ofs t ep control means for lehpcctivcly coiiuolling a plurality of 

steps for the print job; 

scheduling means for scheduling the steps; and 

pioccss contiul means foi managing the steps on the basis of a scheduling 
result of said scheduling means. 

41. (Currently Amended) An image forming system adapted to control a 
plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device a nd a sheet processing 
device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in a storage 
unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first a nd second jobs, and the sheet 
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processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed bv the image forming 
device, the system comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set a first or a second schedule in accordance 
with a predetermined instruction input bv using an input unit adapted to input operator 
instructions, the first schedule being scheduled to complete a se cond work flow for the second 
job after completing a first work flow for the first iob. the second schedule being scheduled to 
complete the second work flow for the second job before completing the first work flow for the 
first iob. and at least one of the first and second work flows bein g a work flow that includes a 
plurality of processing performed bv u sing the plurality of devices; and 

a controlling unit configured to control a user interface unit to inform first 
schedule information in a case that the first schedule is set, the first schedule information 
allowing an operator to identify completing the second work flow for the second iob after 
completing the first work flow for the first iob. the co ntrolling unit being configured to control 
the user interface unit to inform second schedule information in a case that the second schedule is 
set, and the second schedule information allowing the operator to identify completi ng the second 
work flow for the second iob before completing the first work fl ow for the first job. An image 
forming system comprising: 

job acce p tance means for accepting a print job and a print instruction; 

pr e -print process eontrol means for controlling a pre-print process step mat 
applies a pre-print proc e ss to the print job accepted by said job acceptance means in accordance 
with the print instruction; 

print process control means for controlling a print process step mat applies 
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a print proc e ss to the print job that has undergon e the pre- print process; 

post-print process control means for controlling a post-print process step 
that applies a post-print process to the print job that has undergone the print process; 

scheduling means for scheduling the steps; and 

process control means for managing a schedule of the steps on the basis of 
a scheduling result of said scheduling means. 

42. (Currently Amended) An image forming system adapted to control a 
plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming d evice and a sheet processing 
device, the image forming device being capable of print process ing for a job, the sheet processing 
device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed bv t he image forming device, the 
system comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set a schedule adapted to c omplete a work flow 
for the job in accordance with a predetermined instruction input bv using an input unit adapted to 
input operator's instruction, the work flow including the plurality of pro cessing bv using the 
plurality of devices and including operator's intervention work: and 

a controlling unit configured to control a user interface unit to inform first 
type schedule information about the set schedule, the first type sche dule information allowing an 
operator to confirm an execution order of the plurality of processing to complete th e work flow. 
the controlling unit being configured to control the user interface to inform second type schedule 
information about the set schedule, and the second type schedule information allowing the 
operator to confirm the operator intervention work to complete the work flow. An image forming 
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job acceptance means for accepting a print job and a print instruction; 

edit process control m e ans for controlling an edit process step that applies 
an e dit process to the print job accepted by said job acc e ptance means in accordance with the 
print instruction; 

proof proc e ss control means for controlling a proof process step that 
appli e s a proof process to the print job that has und e rgone the edit process; 

print proc e ss control means for controlling a print process step that applies 
a print process to th e print job that has undergone the proof process; 

finishing process control means for controlling a finishing process step 
that applies a finishing process to the print job that has und e rgone the print process; 

d e livery process cont r ol means for controlling a delivery proc e ss step that 
applies a delivery process to the print job that has undergone the finishing process; 

scheduling means fo r scheduling the steps; and 

process control means for managing a schedule of the steps on the basis of 
a scheduling result of said scheduling means. 

43. (Currently Amended) An image forming system adapted to control a 
plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet processing 
device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for a job, the sheet processing 
device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming device, the 
system comprising: 
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a setting unit configured to set a schedule adapted to complete a work flow 
for the job in accordance with a predetermined instruction input by using an input unit adapted to 
input operator's instruction, the work flow including a plurality of proce ssing bv using the 
plurality of devices and including plural operator's intervention work; and 

a controlling unit configured to control a user interface unit to inform an 
operator of information about the set schedule the information allowing the operator to 
sequentially confirm the plural operator intervention work to complete the work flow. An 
image forming system comprising: 

job acceptance means for accepting a print job and a print instruction; 

image scanning means for scanning image data from a pape r document; 

edit process control m e ans for controlling an e dit process step that applies 
an edit p r ocess to the print job accepted by said job acceptance means or a p r int job based on the 
im ag e data scanned by said image scanning means in accordance with the print instruction; 

pioof process control means for controlling a proof proc e ss step that 
appli e s a proof process to the print job that has undergone the edit process; 

print process control means for controlling a print process step tha t applies 
a print process to the print job that has undergone the proof process; 

finishing process control means for controlling a finishing process step 
that applies a finishing process to the print job that has unde r gone the print process; 

d e liv e ry process control means for controlling a delivery process step mat 
applies a deli v e r y process to the pi hit job that has undergone the finishing process; 

scheduling means for scheduling the steps; and 

-30- 



pr ocess control means for managing a schedule of Ike ste p s on the basis of 
a scheduling result of said scheduling means. 

44. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 37 40, wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to control the number of devices utilized in the fi rst or second work 
flow in a case that the first or second schedule is set, further comprising display means fo r 
displaying the schedule of the steps managed by said process control means, and times required 
for the steps. 

45 . (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 37 -40, wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to control timing of performing processing in th e first or second 
work flow in a case that the first or second schedule is set, further comprising selection means fo r 
selecting one or a plu r ality of modes from a plurality of scheduling modes, and 

said scheduling means schedules the steps on the basis of the one o r 
plurality of scheduling modes selected by said sel e ction means. 

46. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 37 40, wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to control a predetermined functio n provided for device utilized in 
the first or second work flow in a case that the first or second sch edule is set, said scheduling 
means schedules the steps on the basis of an acceptance order of print jobs by said job acceptance 
means: 



-31- 



47. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 46 46, wherein die 
predetermined function is at least one of an interrupt print function adapted to interrupt printing 
processing for the first iob and then perform print processing for the second jo b, an overtake print 
function adapted to start print processing for the second iob prior to starting print processing fo r 
the first iob. a facsimile transmission function, a network scann er function and a preview 
function, said scheduling means schedules the steps while gi ving priority to a delivery date of the 
print job. 

48. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim3740, wherein the print 
processing and the sheet processing are included in at least one o f the first and second work flows, 
the print processing and the sheet processing being performed sequentially by using the image 
forming device and the sheet processing device said scheduling means schedules the steps while 
giving p r iority to cost of die print job . 

49. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 37 40, wherein tibe 
plurality of processing and operator intervention work are included in at least one of the first and 
second work flows said scheduling means schedules the steps while giving priority to quality of the 
pi lnt job. 

50. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 37 40, wherein data 
adapted to a JDF f Job Definition Format) is used for at least one of the first and second work flows 
said scheduling means schedules the st e ps while giving priority to up l h i iization or operating 
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efficiency of said image forming system 

51. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 37 45, wherein the 
setting unit is configured to change from the first schedule to the second sc hedule in accordance with 
inputting operator's instruction for setting second schedule as t he predetermined instruction after 
setting the first schedule the plurali t y of scheduling, modes include a p r int job acceptance order 
priority mode, print job priority mode, print job cost priority mode, print job tim e schedule priority 
mode, image forming system optimization priority mode, and image f u nning sys tem operating 
efficiency priority mode . 

52. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 41 45, wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to control the user interface unit to inform the operator of the second 
schedule information in accordance with changing from the first s chedule to the second schedule said 
selection means can re-select even after scheduling by said sch e duling means . 

53. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 42 40, wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to distinguish the operator from o ther operators based on identifying 
the operator, and to control the user interface unit to in form the operator of the first or second type 
schedule information said scheduling means checks a schedule ui schedules ofrone o r a plurality of 
already scheduled jobs upon scheduling a print job accepted by said job acceptance means, and re- 
schedules the steps of the acce p ted jub and the one or plurality 1 of already scheduled jobs when the 
schedule or schedules of the one or plurality of already scheduled jobs can be changed . 
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54. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 42 40, wherein said 
job acceptance means accepts the print job and print instruction via a service using a Web browser 
is adapted as at least one of the input unit and the user interface unit via the Internet, 



55. (Currently Amended) The system according to C laim 42. wherein a user 
interface provided in an apparatus capable of performing wireless communication or handling data 
of a JDF (Job Definition Formaf) is adapted to as the user interface u nit. A method of controlling an 
image forming system, comprising : 

a job acceptance step of accepting a print job and a print instruction; 

a plurality of step control steps of resp e ctively con t i oiling a plurality of steps 

fo r the print job; 

a scheduling step of scheduling th e steps; and 

a process control step of managing the steps on the basis of a scheduling result 

in the scheduling step : 

56. (Currently Amended) A program for causing a computer to execute the 
method defined in Claim 9. the program being stored on a computer-readable medium implementing 
a -m e thod of controlling an imag e forming system of claim 55 . 

57. (Currently Amended) A program for causing a computer to execute the 
method defined in Claim 14. the program being stored on a computer-readable medium A storage 
medium computer-rcadably storing a program for implementing a method of controlling an image 
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forming system of claim 55 . 



58. (Currently Amended) A program for causing a computer to execute the 
method defined in Claim 33. the program being stored on a computer-readable medium An image 
forming system which can execute an image forming pr o cess including a plurality of steps, 
comprising: 

process control means for managing the plurality of steps and issui ng work 
instructions to workers who execute wo r ks . 

59. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 43 5*, wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to distinguish the operator from other operators b ased on identifying 
the operator, and to control the user interface unit to inform the operator of the information farther 
comprising display means for displaying the work instructions from said proc e ss control means . 

60. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 43 58, wherein a Web 
browser is adapted as at least one of the input unit and the user interface unit farther comprising 
worker identification means for identifying the workers who execute works, and 

wherein said process control means issues the work instructions to the worke r s 
identified by said worker identification means . 



6 1 . (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 43 58, wherein a user 
interface provided in an apparatus capable of performing wireless communicat ion or handling data 
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of a JDF ("Job Definition Format) is adapted as the user interface unit . further comprising scheduling 
means for scheduling the works of the work e rs who e xecute works for r espective st eps, and 

wherein said proc e ss control means issues the work instructions to the workers 
who execut e works on the basis of a scheduling result of said scheduling means . 

62. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 43. wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to control the user interface unit to display a screen which is configured 
to sequentiallv-arrange information about the plural operator intervention work. Hie system 
according to claim 60, further comprising sch e duling means for scheduling the works of the workers 
id e ntifi e d by said worker identification means for respective steps. 

63. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 43. wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to control the user interfa ce unit to inform the operator of information 
about next operator's intervention work included in the plural operator intervention work after 
performing any of the plural operator's intervention work. The system acc ording to claim 58, further 
comprising job acceptance means for accepting a print job and a print instruction, and 

wherein fee plurality of steps include a pre-print process step mat applies a 
pre-print process to th e print job acc e pted by said job acc e ptance means in accordance with the p r int 
instruction, a p r int process step that applies a print pr ocess to the print job mat has undergone the 
pre-print p r ocess, and a post-print process step that applies a post-print p r ocess to the print job mat 
has unde r gone the print process. 
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64. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 63. wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to control a user interface which is provided for the operator who 
performs the next operator' s intervention work to inform the operator of the information. The system 
according to claim 58, farther comprising job acceptance means for accepting a print job and a print 
instruction, and 

wh e r e in the plurality of steps include an edit process step that applies an edit 
process to the print job accepted by said job acceptance means in accordance with the print 
instruction, a proof process step that applies a proof p roc e ss to the print job that has unde rgone the 
edit process, a print process step that applies a print process to the print job that has undergone the 
proof proc e ss, a finishing process step that applies a finishing process to the print job that has 
und e rgone th e p r int proc e ss, and a d e livery process ste p that applies a delivery process to the p rint 
job that has undergon e the finishing process. 

65. (Currently Amended') The method according to Claim 33 . further comprising: 
controlling the user interface unit to display a screen which is configured to 

sequentiaUv-arrange information about the plural operator intervention work. The system according 

to claim 58, further comprising : 

job acceptance means foi accepting a print job and a print instruction; and 
image scanning means for scanning image data from a paper document, and 
wherein th e plurality of steps include an edit process step that applies an edit 

process to the p r int job accepted by said job acceptance means o r a p rint job bas e d on the image data 

scanned by said image scanning means in accordance with the print instruction, a proof proc e ss step 
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that applies a proof process to the print job that has undergone the edit process, a print process step 
that applies a print process to the print job that has undergone the proof process, a finishing process 
step that applies a finishing process to th e print job that has undergone the print process, and a 
delivery process st e p that applies a delivery process to the print job that has undergone the finishing 
process. 

66. (Currently Amended^ The method according to Claim 33. further comprising: 
controlling the user interface un it to inform the operator of information about 

next operator's intervention work included in the plural operator's intervention work after 
performing anv of the plura l operator intervention work. The system according to claim 60, wherein 
said wo r ker identification means comprises an ID card which stores information including a 
wo r k e r's name, identification number, department name, skill, and work history. 

67. (Currently Amended^) The method according to Claim 33. further comprising: 
controlling a user interface which is provided for the operator who performs 

the next operator intervention work to inform the operator of the information. The system according 
to claim 59, wherein said display means comprises a display unit of a d e vice used by each worker 
in each ste p : 

68. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 67, wherein the display 
unit of a device used by each wo r ker in each step includes a display unit of a computer, a display unit 
of a printing d e vice, and a display unit attached to a cart or the like. An apparatus for image forming 
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system adapted to control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device 
and a sheet processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data 
stored in a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the 
sheet processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device, the apparatus comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set first or second schedule in accordance with a 
predetermined instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator's instruction, the 
first schedule being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the se cond iob after completing 
a first work flow for the first iob. the second schedule b eing scheduled to complete the second work 
flow for the second iob before completing the first wor k flow for the first iob. at least one of the first 
and second work flows being a work flow that include s a plurality of processing performed by using 
the plurality of devices: and 

a controlling unit configured to control at leas t one of the plurality of devices 
to complete the second work flow for the second iob after comple ting the first work flow for the first 
iob in a case that the first schedule is set, the controlling unit bein g configured to control at least one 
of the plurality of devices to complete the second work flow for the second io b before completing 
the first work flow for the first iob in a case that the second schedule is set. The sys te m according 
to claim 67, wherein the display unit of a device used by each worker in e ach step includes a display 
unit of a compute r , a display unit of a printing dc vice, and a display unit at t ached to a cart or the like. 

69. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 59, wherein said 
display unit comprises a display unit of a portable terminal which can be carried by each worker. An 
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apparatus for an image forming system adapted to control a plurality of devices including at least one 
of an image forming device and a sheet processing device, the image forming d evice being capable 
of print processing for data stored in a storage unit adapted to store d ata of a plurality of jobs 
including first and second jobs, and the sheet processing device being capable of sheet processing 
for sheets printed bv the image formin g device, the apparatus comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set first or second schedule in accordance with a 
predetermi ned instru ction input bv using an input unit adapted to input operat or's instruction, the 
first schedule being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completin g 
a first work flow for the first iob. the second schedule bein g scheduled to co mplete the s econd work 
flow for the second iob before completing the first work flow for the first jo b, and at lea st one of the 
first and second work flows being a work flow that includes a pl urality of processing performed by 
using the plurality of devices; and 

a controlling unit configured to control a user interface unit to inform first 
schedule information in a case that the first schedule is set, the first sch edule infor mation allowing 
an operator to identify completing the second work flow for the second io b after completing the first 
work flow for the first iob. the controlling unit being configured to control the user interface unit to 
inform second schedule information in a case that the second s chedule is set the second schedule 
information allowing the operator to identify complet ing the second work flow for the second job 
before completing the first work flow for the first iob. The sy ste m according to claim 59, wherein 
said display unit comprises a display unit of a poi table terminal which can be car r ied by each worker. 

70. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 59, wheiein the portable 
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t e rminal can wirelcssly receive the work instruction fan said process control means. An apparatus 
for an image forming system adapted to control a plurality of devices in cluding at least one of an 
image forming device and a sheet processing device, the image forming device be ing capable of print 
processing for a iob. and the sheet processing device being capable of sheet processi ng for sheets 
printed bv the image forming device, the appara tus comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set a schedule adapted to complete a work flow 
for the iob in accordance with a predetermined instruction input bv using an input unit adapted to 
input operator's instruction, the work flow including the plurality of processing by using the pl urality 
of devices and including operator's in tervention work: and 

a controlling unit configured to c ontrol a user interface unit to inform first type 
schedule information about the set schedule, the first type schedule inform ation allowing an operator 
to confirm an execution order of the plurality of processing to complete the work flow, the 
controlling unit being configured to control the use r interface to inform second type schedule 
information about the set schedule, the second type schedule inf ormation allowing the operator to 
confirm the operator's intervention work to complete the work flow. The system according to claim 
59, whe re in the portable terminal can wirelcssly receive the work instruction from said process 
control means. 

7 1 . (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 69, further comprising 
worke r iden t ification means for identifying the workers who cA ic utc works, and An apparatus for 
an image forming system adapted to control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image 
forming device and a sheet processing device, the image forming device be ing capable of print 
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processing for a iob. and the sheet processing device being capable of s heet processing for sheets 
printed bv the image forming device, the apparatus comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set a schedule adapted to complete a work flow 
for the iob in accordance with a predetermined instru c tion input bv using an input unit adapted to 
input operator instructions, the work flow including a plurality of processing by using the plurality 
of devices and including plural operator's intervention work: and 

a controlling unit configured to control a user interface unit to inform an 
operator of information about the set schedule of the information allowing the op erator to 
sequentially confirm the plural operator's interventi on work to complete the work flow. The system 
according tu claim 69, farther comprising worker identification means fui identifying the workers 
who execute works, and 

whc ic in the portable terminal acquires identifica t i o n information from said 
wo r k er identification means and wirclessly informs said process control me ans of the acquired 
identification information. 

72.-75. (Cancelled) 
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